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secmere: SHANE WARNE BOWLING DURING THE 
~ © SRD ASHES TEST MATCH AGAINST 
ENGLAND AT OLD TRAFFORD, JULY 41997 


y” Botham, Inzamam “Aloo” Ul-Haq and David Boon, 
rtedly sank 52 cans of Victoria Bitter on a flight from 
in 1989, That was in an era when, as Boon’s team- 

7e Waugh putit, Aussie cricketers thought hamburgers 
salthy choice so long as you ate the lettuce and tomato. 
ioment of jiggery-pokery at Old Trafford in 1993 
ogether two fatties: the round-faced Warne and the 
acher GATTING. Having dismissed Australia for 289, 
had the advantage at 81 for one when the ball was 

9 the leg spinner. As Hannon later sang: “He loosened 
oulder and with no run-up at all, he rolled his right 
and he let go of the ball...” 

ed way to the right, encouraging Gatting to play a 
2fensive block, then span obscenely across him, 

off stump. “How anyone can spin a ball the width of 
oggles the mind,” wrote Martin Johnson. Graham 
vatching from the non-striker’s end, reflected that ifit 
ta cheese roll it wouldn’t have got past him. Mind you, 
,een, Warne might not have parted with it. 


N INTRODUCTION! And we just knew that this would 
‘ash in the pan in the way, say, that BOB MASSIE’s 
but 21 years earlier had been. Massie took 16 wickets 
:st at Lord’s but added only 15 more before his career 
here was a foreboding that Warne would now torture 
ars and years to come. 

turn at Old Trafford of eight for 137 more or less 

the eight for 145 taken by Peter Such, England's 

: spinner, but the headlines all went one way. Such 

d Mark Taylor (twice), Michael Slater, Boon, Waugh 


and Allan Border, all world-class 
scalps, but he had not made the ball 
change postcodes. 

‘The Gatting ball is often spoken of 
as if it were Warne’s first on the 
international stage. In fact, he had 
worn the baggy green cap for 18 
months without looking the part. 

He took one for 150 on debut, 
against India in January 1992, and 
after four matches his record was 
four for 386. Before the Ashes, Warne 
had taken 31 wickets in 11 Tests. Had 
he been a Pom, especially given 
selectors’ whims back then, he might 
never have reached Old Trafford. 
Peter Such only played 11 Tests, 
incidentally, in which he took 37 
wickets. No one talks of him as the 
one who got away. 

Warne ended up taking 708 wickets, many with magnificent 
deliveries, but it was his thirty-second that turned him into a 
magician. Wilfred Rhodes, the prewar England all-rounder, 
liked to say of his left-arm spin that “if they think it’s turning, it’s 
turning” Once it was known that Warne could get such turn 
and control — and he showed he could often — he used it to 
immense psychological advantage, putting doubt into the 
minds of batsmen and umpires. 


SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT statistically Sri Lanka’s MUTTIAH 
MURALITHARAN was the better bowler, taking 800 wickets 

al a lower average and with a better strike-rate and economy 
rate. Some might even claim that Warne was not the greatest 
leg-spinner for Australia: CLARRIE GRIMMETT took seven 
ten-wicket hauls in 37 Tests in the 1920s and 30s: Warne took 
only three more in 145. 

Both have also had songs written about them: the one for 
Muralitharan, disappointingly not called “Great Balls Muttiah’, 
has the line “The batsmen keep on guessing, not knowing how 
to play, when he bowls the doosra that goes the other way’, 
while “Bravo Clarrie!” from 1930, features “Gee! The way he puts 
them through, sure he makes the English cricket writers blue’ 

Whatever their merits as cricketing rivals, and Wisden 
preferred Warne as one of its five best players of the twenticth 
century which should give the definitive verdict, the chubby 
blond from Ferntree Gully has by far inspired the greater lyrics. 

‘Lhough, to be fair to Gatting, he was actually out for a 
buggering four, not a duck. @ 


Patrick Kidd writes the Diary and Tailender in The Times 
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